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A Vancouver Guldasta's exploration of home is intimate,
generous, and a!ecting
by Kathleen Oliver on October 4th, 2018 at 6:07 PM

A Vancouver Guldasta
PARDEEP SINGH

Written and directed by Paneet Singh. A Cultch and Diwali in B.C.
presentation of a SACHA production. At the VanCity Culture Lab on
Thursday, October 3. Continues until October 21

The personal is political, but the politics gets very personal in A
Vancouver Guldasta.

The play is set in June of 1984 in a South Vancouver home, where
a family watches the news of the Indian government’s attack on
the Golden Temple, the Sikh community’s holiest shrine.

THEATRE REVIEWS »

0

How a chat put renters
on path to a!ordable
homeownership in Port
Moody

1

B.C. Christian leaders
express support for
LGBT–inclusive SOGI in
schools to counter
conservative Christian
protesters

2

Firefighters battling
blaze at Downtown
Vancouver apartment
building

3

Abbotsford 19-year-old
male wanted by police
found shot dead

4

La Taqueria is o!ering
two-for-one tacos on
National Taco Day
(October 4)

5

RELATED STORIES

Rohit Chokhani and Diwali
in B.C. amplify South
Asian voices

BEST OF VANCOUVER NEWS LIFE FOOD MUSIC CANNABIS ARTS TECH MOVIES CONFESSIONS GOLDEN PLATES MORE

EVENTS GUIDES

https://www.straight.com/arts
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv5N8QcwQ3zI2P31Msz4g3hOzXSaEIsF9umaHeLGuieV_liGoDe4GItIXrgVXTgK8EU1G1t_O1IZDcJOoDjd2M4VuSx2AI-1E8S01wEOiK0gH5aMKKW5Nk9Xobb7M1xenaRWY3hYlmZHUpqSKQJTS-KsYtlDr57f2GSnT6HlkXYRCjyyPXt-shwBGVsgfq97NNUTv_-ryLBrpCK_qhL-0zyhSmmUOWOegWvU6nZz_D4u91B&sai=AMfl-YRex1rYK9aoEkCcKJ-2IwsHkaESzyHx_J2Ezgtt3JhMzIxVF_ncBvbtP96FXiLd10AT7w4A1QdDeJ0qbEkm7-upyaFOefq-Snyob228jcm2aPX0jf44J29_Chbxa-es&sig=Cg0ArKJSzKjPOHhmxtUb&adurl=http://www.audainartmuseum.com&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y
https://www.straight.com/user/314
https://www.straight.com/arts/theatre-reviews
https://www.reddit.com/submit?url=https://www.straight.com/arts/1146686/vancouver-guldastas-exploration-home-intimate-generous-and-affecting&title=A%20Vancouver%20Guldasta%27s%20exploration%20of%20home%20is%20intimate,%20generous,%20and%20affecting
mailto:?subject=A%20Vancouver%20Guldasta%27s%20exploration%20of%20home%20is%20intimate%2C%20generous%2C%20and%20affecting%20via%20Straight.com&body=Politics%20get%20very%20personal%20in%20this%20story%20of%20Canadian%2C%20Punjabi%2C%20and%20Vietnamese%20histories%20interweaving.%0D%0A%0D%0AFull%20story%20at%3A%0D%0Ahttps://www.straight.com/arts/1146686/vancouver-guldastas-exploration-home-intimate-generous-and-affecting
https://www.straight.com/news/1146376/how-chat-put-renters-path-affordable-homeownership-port-moody
https://www.straight.com/life/1146441/bc-christian-leaders-express-support-lgbt-inclusive-sogi-schools-counter-conservative
https://www.straight.com/news/1146536/firefighters-battling-blaze-downtown-vancouver-apartment-building
https://www.straight.com/news/1146486/abbotsford-19-year-old-male-wanted-police-found-shot-dead
https://www.straight.com/food/1145086/la-taqueria-offering-two-one-tacos-national-taco-day-october-4
https://www.straight.com/arts/1145506/rohit-chokhani-and-diwali-bc-amplify-south-asian-voices
https://www.straight.com/bov
https://www.straight.com/news
https://www.straight.com/life
https://www.straight.com/food
https://www.straight.com/music
https://www.straight.com/cannabis
https://www.straight.com/arts
https://www.straight.com/life/tech
https://www.straight.com/movies
https://www.straight.com/confessions
https://www.straight.com/goldenplates
https://www.straight.com/arts/1146686/vancouver-guldastas-exploration-home-intimate-generous-and-affecting#
https://www.straight.com/
https://www.straight.com/arts/1146686/vancouver-guldastas-exploration-home-intimate-generous-and-affecting#
https://www.straight.com/arts/1146686/vancouver-guldastas-exploration-home-intimate-generous-and-affecting#
https://www.straight.com/arts/1146686/vancouver-guldastas-exploration-home-intimate-generous-and-affecting#


2018-10-05, 10)40 AMA Vancouver Guldasta's exploration of home is intimate, generous,…cting | Georgia Straight Vancouver's News & Entertainment Weekly

Page 2 of 4https://www.straight.com/arts/1146686/vancouver-guldastas-exploration-home-intimate-generous-and-affecting

HOLD THE MOMENT

The Georgia Straight: A 50th Anniversary
Celebration Book

This beautifully produced co!ee-table book
brings together over 100 of Georgia Straight's
iconic covers, along with short essays, insider
details and contributor reflections, putting each

Guldasta means “bouquet” in Punjabi, and it reflects the
diversity of the family’s reactions to the crisis. Teenage daughter
Rani wants to join in the protests that have been erupting locally,
but her father, Chattar, is terrified that there may be
consequences for his home, his business, or his family, including
a brother in Amritsar, whom he hasn’t been able to contact since
the temple was invaded. His wife Niranjan is loyal but conflicted.
Rani’s friend, Andy, a Vietnamese refugee who lives in the
family’s basement suite with his parents, wants to protect her
from the horrors of war.

Writer-director Paneet Singh first staged this play as a site-
specific piece two years ago in an actual Vancouver living room.
For this production, Skye Dyken and Lauren Jamie Homeniuk
have recreated that sense of intimacy with a loving attention to
period details, from the floral upholstery right down to the giant
antenna on the family’s cordless phone.

The idea of home in a larger sense is at the heart of this play.
Rani has lived in Canada all her life and only visited the Punjab
once, as a small child, but she recalls having felt a sense of being
at home when she went to the Golden Temple. Andy describes
watching the land of his childhood disappear behind him from
the boat on which his family flees Vietnam: “Choosing between
home and freedom was the hardest choice we ever had to make.”
Each character’s experience of displacement and sacrifice
informs their reactions to the crisis.

Singh directs a strong cast, all of whom find a convincing
naturalism. Parm Soor is a charismatic Chattar, whether he’s
geeking out about Indian classical music or hamming it up in a
cheesy TV ad for his restaurant, but there’s also fear and anger

beneath his cheerful veneer. As Rani’s mother, Niranjan, Gunjan Kundhal is as contained
as her daughter is flippant: just watch Arshdeep Purba’s Rani race through her ritual
prayers. And Lou Ticzon’s quiet concern makes Andy credible and sympathetic. The live
action is interspersed with video projections of archival news footage, a constant
reminder that something very real is at stake for all these characters.

The play’s motivating spirit is one of generosity: every performance is followed by a
talkback. I’m grateful for this uniquely intimate glimpse of Vancouver history.
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